
 

KM Co-op Preschool Newsletter 

Dear Families,  

 

We enjoyed the beautiful autumn 

weather; so nice of Mother Nature to 
not rain on our Pumpkin Patch Field 

Trips! September and October flew by 
with visits to the pumpkin patch, 
cooking projects and all the beautiful 
art projects that are filling our 
hallways. The school year is off to a 
great start, it’s wonderful to have so 
many families back to KM Co-op 
Preschool and the new families are a 
welcome addition as well. The children 
seem to be having a great time 
painting, playing, cooking and just 

being kids.   
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CALENDAR: 
Dec 17: Board meeting at 
Azteca 
Dec 16 - Jan 3: WINTER 
BREAK – No classes 

Jan 6: 1st Day back 

Jan 7: Green cleaning 
Jan 14: Red Family Night 

The preschool board has been hard 

at work. We have already had three 
successful fundraisers, we have had 

lots of new enrollments and lots of 
planning for our upcoming Holiday 
Market. We hope that you will join 

us on Saturday, December 7th to 
shop and have a portion of your 

purchases benefit our school.  We 
have some great vendors lined up. If 

you have any questions, comments, 
or concerns regarding the preschool 

please feel free to contact us. 
Grace Runyan & 

Alison Duxbury-Shadwick 
Co-chairs 

Co-chairs: Grace 
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    DECEMBER 2013 

School Photo Schedule 
Mark your calendars: The class pictures 
are scheduled for the week of February 

24th as follows: 
 
Mon: White & Red 9:30; Green 12:15 
Tues: Blue 9:15; Purple 12:15 
Wed: Orange 9:30 
Fri: Yellow 9:30 

 
 



 

ISO: A fundraising coordinator! 
One Co-Vice Chairperson (aka fundraising coordinator) board position is available 
immediately, and the 2nd Co-Vice Chairperson position will be available at the end of 
the year. If you’re interested in one of these positions, please contact Lisa Leskovar or 
Jennifer Eastberg. It will be greatly beneficial to get one new person in place mid-year so 
at least one of the co-vice chairpersons will have some experience next year.  
As Co-Vice Chairperson, you serve our school by organizing the fundraisers and being a 
member of the Executive Board. The workload varies depending on whether or not you 
are currently running a fundraiser, but usually isn’t too time -consuming. THANK YOU! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Hello KM Families, 

The Otis Spunkmeyer fundraiser went well; we 
exceeded our expectations, and even received 10 

free tubs of chocolate chip cookie dough!  Please 
contact Jennifer if you are interested in baking 

some of them for our Holiday Market. 

  
Thank you to all who have participated in our 

fundraisers so far - we are off to a good start.  
We especially want to thank the families who 

amazingly have already met their obligation and 
those who are going above and beyond by raising 

more than their obligation, that is greatly 
appreciated. 

 
With half of the year almost over, so are about half 

of the fundraisers.   

Fundraising News 

There is still plenty of opportunity to raise 
money next year with Taco Time Coupon Books 
and Papa Murphy Peel-A-Deal cards being 

offered in January, then First Aid Kits, Spring 
Bulbs and another Scrip order later in the 

year.  And don't forget, you can always make 
on-line gift card purchases with Scrip to help 
earn money for the school.  Every little bit 
helps.   
  
Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year. 
We'll see you in 2014! 
 
Jennifer Eastberg (eastbejh@gmail.com) & 
Lisa Leskovar (lisamajestic@comcast.net) 
Co-Vice Chairs of Fundraising
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Last July, Bella, the 6 year old daughter of a friend of ours and 

playmate of our boys, ended up in the hospital with the shocking 
diagnosis of Type 1 Diabetes, an irreversible autoimmune disease 
where your pancreas has stopped making insulin and patients 

must take insulin injections to keep blood sugar levels in a 
normal range. Her mom has since been diligently educating us all  
about this condition –which is QUITE different from its cousin 
Type 2 Diabetes-, so in future we’ll  be able to catch the signs and 

symptoms in time and give other children a better chance at 
survival. In honor of Bella and for November American Diabetes 
Month, we want to share the following message, and urge you to 

ask your doctor for a sugar check by blood draw or urine test 
anytime you take your child in  for flu-like symptoms.  
It takes a moment but can save your child from a traumatic ER 
visit or even death.  

Guest submission by Mandelin Carlsen and MJ McNeill 

https://owa.postoffice.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=M7X7CH0OQEeJVDKNYX_th1r1JDmwkdAINKD_7mxv4JeFQUjvLSrFa5bt8WgXsTVHUM8gNjBLttU.&URL=mailto%3aeastbejh%40gmail.com
https://owa.postoffice.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=M7X7CH0OQEeJVDKNYX_th1r1JDmwkdAINKD_7mxv4JeFQUjvLSrFa5bt8WgXsTVHUM8gNjBLttU.&URL=mailto%3alisamajestic%40comcast.net


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

The little ones in the Red 
Class have been exploring the 
sights, sounds, smells, and 
textures of autumn. Pumpkin 
guts, anyone? They enjoyed 
playing outside on some 
sunny fall days, while inside 
there’s been a whole lot of 
egg shakin’ and bell jinglin’ 
going on, as the kids take a 
more active part in the circle 
time songs. The highlight of 
October was our first field 
trip—a foggy adventure at 
the pumpkin patch,  

Red Class Update 

Orange Class Update 

where our bundled-up 
toddlers experienced the feel 
of dried corn and hay, met 
some fuzzy farm animals, rode 
behind a tractor or two, and 
left with their own special 
pumpkins. As we approach 
Thanksgiving, they are talking 
turkeys (or at least creating 
them at the art table), and 
doing some grocery shopping 
in the play store. I’ll have a 
pineapple, two carrots, and a 
box of cookies, please! 
Kate Heisen 

 

October turned out to be an 
exciting month for the 
Orange class. We spent time 
making various forms of 
“pumpkin art”. The children 
got to paint lunch sacks and 
added felt shapes to create a 
jack-o-lantern. They also used 
glue and glitter to decorate 
small pumpkins to take home. 
All this pumpkin fun kept 
them busy. However, the 
highlight of the month was 
definitely the field trip to the 
Thomasson Farm Pumpkin 

Patch.  

There were so many 
different activities to keep 
these toddlers entertained 
including climbing on 
haystacks, petting the farm 
animals, picking out 
pumpkins and of course the 

tractor train ride.  

It was so cute to see these 
kiddos riding the train all by 
themselves. We are all 
looking forward to visiting 

again next year! 

Misty Meyer 

December 2013 
 

Yellow Class Update 

What a busy fall it has been for the Yellow Class! 
We began our month having fun with shapes, 
making collages. We learned our leaf song which 
we sang all month- we had to think really hard to 
make our hands make triangles, ovals and circles. 
Speaking of leaves, we played with them in the 
sensory table, made rubbings of them and even 
made our handprints into leaves for our thankful 
tree! We made candy corn sun catchers, pumpkin 
art, and trees with leaves in orange, yellow, 
green, brown and red. Our field trip to 
Thomasson Family Farm was a fun adventure 
where we met baby animals, played in the corn 
bin, rode bikes at the hay maze, and enjoyed a 

cool fall day with our friends! Shelby Beeler 

 

 

In White Class we have had a lot of fun getting to 
know one another as our babies sit, crawl, and 
walk all over everything! They enjoy the usual 
activities - putting toys in their mouths, "sharing" 
each other's snacks, and standing at the doorway 
looking out from behind the gate (the grass is 
always greener..).  
They do also seem to get a kick out of the great 
songs. We had an adorable Halloween party where 
the paparazzi were in full force, although it was 
impossible to capture the full cuteness of our little 
pumpkins, monkeys, caterpillar, and Yoda on 
camera! Now the challenge seems to be to keep 
the seasonal bugs away from our little ones so they 
can party some more together! 
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December 2013  

Green  Class Update 
 

November was "Fall, Family, Friends and Fun!" We brought family 
pictures for our Green Class family bulletin board, added pictures 
of our houses to the block area and did lots of fall artwork. We 
enjoyed a trip to Auntie Anne's Pretzels. We learned about the 
history of the pretzel, twisted dough and enjoyed a freshly baked 
pretzel. We also went to a carousel ride! We have been reading 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Do you know how many versions 
of this story there are????? December is all about Gingerbread.  

Teacher Cari 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
eating pumpkin pudding.  

 
Even our class dog, Henry, has been out and about, visiting 

student’s homes for a whole week at a time.  
If you’re lucky you might just see him around!  

 
Elizabeth Fomaikkkkkkk 

been out and about, visiting student’s homes for a whole 
week at a time.  

If you’re lucky you might just see him around!  

Purple Class Update 

October and November have been busy, fun months for the purple class. Some of the activities the kids did in 
October involved spiders, pumpkins, and the color orange. We also took a field trip to the Thomasson Family 
Farm where the kids had the opportunity to participate at several stations including a playground, farm 
animals, a hayride, the pumpkin patch, and play areas with hay bales and corn kernels. It was a blast for the 
kids and parents.  
For Halloween, the class had a teddy bear masquerade and picnic with teddy bear biscuits. All the kids brought 
stuffed animals dressed up, and we shared our picnic blanket with them.  
In November part of the classroom was transformed into a grocery store with food, cash registers, bags, and 
carts. The kids have loved playing in this area. They also made mini pizzas in class this month as well as pizza 
drawings and collages. The November field trip was to the Auburn library for story time and hot chocolate.    
As Thanksgiving approaches, Ada and I want you all to know how thankful we are for Teacher Cindy, Teacher 
Nan, and each of your families. Thank you for making the purple class so great!  Laura Grace Dykes  

 

Newsletter submissions are welcome from any member of the preschool. Each month the Class Secretaries 
submit articles highlighting events and activities in their class. We also accept child and parenting-focused 
poetry and letters, information on community happenings, recipes, small classifieds, etc.  
Deadline for contributions is the 23rd of the month. 
Comments or suggestions? Contact MJ McNeill at editor@kmcoop.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Kent Meridian Co op Preschool P.O. Box 5644 Kent WA 98064-5644 www.kmcoop.org 

This month in Blue class we have 
been very busy with fun Fall 
activities. Everything from a nature 
walk to collect a bag full of 
goodies, playing with all kinds of 
creepy crawlers, making muddy 
pigs, painting a big red barn, and 
lately of course the grocery store! 
The kids love being able to shop 
and pick out their own food and 
then check out and pay at the end 
of their day.  
Monopoly money is the best! ;)  
We also got to go on a field trip to 
a local Safeway and check out the 
behind the scenes there. They 
spoiled us with all kinds of treats 
like cookies, fresh jo-jos, mini hot 
cocoas, balloons and even a big 
giant candy cane! We are looking 
forward to all of the upcoming 
holiday fun Teacher Susanne has 
planned!  

Jessica Grinolds 

Blue Class Update 
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